
MFC STATE SAFETY COUNCIL MEETING 
April 8, 2004 

301 North Lamar Street 
Jackson, MS 

 
 
 

Members Present:  Jim Edwards, Jim Sledge, Danny Bryant, Richard Tice, Andy Taylor,  
                               Danny Moore, Doug VanDevander, Bob Pounder, Greg Bourque, 
                               Randy Boles, Leslie Blackwell 
 
Members Absent:  Robbie Gill, Greg Chatham 
 
Meeting was called to order by Chairman Tice at 10:30 a.m..  The minutes were emailed 
a few days before the meeting, so everyone had time to read before hand.  There was no 
question on the minutes, so thus being so the minutes passed. 
 

Old Business  
 

“Fire Extinquisher Inside” stickers.  The Safety Council agrees to purchase and ask Bob 
to check on this. 
 
Andy Taylor ask if there were any questions on the heights of the new truck/tractor units.  
He ask if the districts had received their “Know Your Limit” stickers.  Jim Sledge told 
the Council to be aware of freshly paved roads that have low clearance.  The added 
asphalt can take away from the already low height. 
 
Strobe lights is still left up to district. 
 
Nomex coveralls are up to districts.  One option may be to offer an “option to order” to 
the districts. 
 
Battery chargers for hand held radios for vehicles cost around a hundred dollars and is up 
to the discretion of the districts.  Note M.F.C. communication technicians should be used 
if needed for installation. 
 
Mr. Sledge says he would like Defensive Driving for the state office. 
 

New Business  
 
 
New Vendor for nomex is five/six dollars cheaper than previous vendor, and is going to 
be on state contract. 
 
 
 



Mike Landry from Grab Rite ATV locks showed his product to the Safety Council.  A 
regular lock cost $82 and extra strength cost $124. 
 
Jim Edwards brought up the idea of new equipment cross-training.  This is to let a variety 
of people from that district be trained on these new units. 
 
Western fire crews from MS might be limited this year due to possible dry conditions. 
This would be left up to the State Forester’s discretion. 
 
Mr. Sledge requests the daily fire reports from the districts.  The reports are used in 
predicting the potential fire behavior problem, which in turn can be used to help with 
manpower in hot areas.  Keep in mind this is all done before fire blow up, predicting is 
the key word here. 
 
Mr. Sledge is working on some possible fire crew solutions if things get bad this summer 
and fall. 
 
Emergency Options were: a limited number of temporary employee’s can be hired to 
help.  
 
Strike team for each district.  This is out due to the legislators not funding this year. 
 
Remind districts on fire shelter recertification and that the new shelters cost more, 
are bigger and heavier. Old shelters are still approved while new ones have been recalled. 
 
No policy on wildlife enclosures; use good judgment on these instances. 
 
The following issues were raised by various members: 
 

1. Dressta are having problems with dozers dying caused by fuel starving.  This is 
caused by welding products in tanks and lines. 

2. Having problems with plow latches not working properly. 
3. Plow levels for float positions is backwards. 
4. Dressta dozers have clicking sound in transmission in gear low idle.  This a 

shim problem, which needs to be corrected by the manufactor.  
5. On the new dozers the operator needs to keep the blade from getting into the  

back of the truck cab. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

6. Grab Rite ATV Lock – Bob should get with districts to determine if there is a         
need, and if so place the order.   

 
7. Mr. Sledge wants some way of tracking nomex clothing due to amount of grant 

money involved. 
 

8. Greg says when working on vehicle with 825 Ranger radios to take extra  
precaution to protect the radio since they are no longer made and parts are hard to 
find.  A good example would be to pull the fuse when jumping or welding on 
vehicle.. 

 
9.  Selling of tower sites is left up to district forester.  Needs to go to the State  

Forester for approval, then to Bill Lambert to clear communications, 
Bob Ponders for advertising. 

     
    10.   Question of snake leggings on fire.  This is user’s discretion.  Can be worn 

over nomex as long as it is not the plastic leggings. 
 
 
    11.   Randy Boles brought up Logo emblems with reflective properties.  Council agrees 

good idea and ask Bob to check on it. 
 
 
    12.   Danny Bryant ask for the guys that have training coming up that plan on   

commuting, to let him know so that he can get their lunches reimbursed. 
 
 
    13.  Richard Tice hands memo on meth labs and request that the districts have meth lab 

training for employees.  Meth Lab memo attached. 
 
 

14. MFC needs to get yellow, high visibility sleeves for guide wires on repeater site.  
 Bob was asked to handle purchasing and Greg to distribute to districts. 

 
 

15. Need to check and clean out the belly pans on dozers. 
 
    16.  Does MFC buy t-shirts to be worn under nomex?  No. Because t-shirts 

are not unique to the job. 
 
 

   17.   Variety of backfire fuel containers, refer to safety manual p. C19-C20. 
 
 



   18.   Reflective trim for fire shirts. 
 

19. Prescribe weather parameters.  One needs to use good judgment. “Go – No GO”  
       parameters will be considered 

  
  20. County Foresters training volunteer fire departments in how to use 
        MFC equipment.  Mr. Sledge said be careful with this because of new people 
        coming in to the V.F.D. 
 
 21.  Does helmet need to be worn for Kawaski mule with enclosed cab? 
         No answer from the council.  It still has to be researched. Owners’ Manual will be   
         Consulted. 
 
  Safety Violations that have occurred: 
 

1. Humvees without mirrors or seat belts. 
2. Don’t ride on top of hose reel on humvees. 
3. Neck shrouds need to be used on fires. 
4. Eight-inch lace up leather boots need to be worn, not pull on boots or rubber boots. 
5. People need to use safety glasses or goggles and gloves. 
 
 

Andy reviewed accident reports. 
 

Next Meeting:  July 8, 2004 – location to be announced 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Meth labs pose definite threat 
 
As if wildland fire situations weren’t dangerous enough, Mississippi Forestry 
Commission crews have yet another reason to be cautious.  Due to the increased 
popularity of methamphetamines during recent years, the likelihood of MFC crews 
encountering a “meth lab” while on the job is growing. 
 
A recent occurrence in Jackson County got the attention of MFC crews in that area.  A 
MFC wildland firefighting crew and two volunteer firefighter units responded to an 80 
acre wildfire on March 9.  The fire was mopped-up and the crews left without incident.  
Approximately one week later the crew was called back to the same location to assist the 
Jackson County Narcotics Task Force with their investigation of a meth lab. 
 
With the assistance of the Mississippi Forestry Commission, the Bureau of Narcotics 
succeeded in uncovering several containers of anhydrous ammonia and other meth 
precursors stored in capped PVC pipes and buried underground. 
 
In many places, the wildland fire crew had plowed within four or five feet of some 
containers, several of which melted during the wildfire. 
 
“It was pretty unnerving to go back there and see how close we plowed to some of those 
pipes and tanks,” said James Parker, MFC crew chief in Jackson County. 
 
According to Parker, the MFC crew did not notice any unusual behavior from the 
landowner.  “The landowner was on a farm tractor plowing his own firelanes.   Of course 
now we know why he was working so hard,” Parker said. 
 
“This meth lab was pretty high-tech.  They used cameras, to monitor activity near the lab.  
There were booby traps, and the tanks and pipes were camouflaged,” Parker said. 
 
The ingredients for making methamphetamines are extremely volatile.  “The crew was 
lucky that they didn’t plow over one of the containers with anhydrous ammonia in it.  
The results could have been fatal,” said Richard Tice, District Forester for the MFC’s 
Southeast district. 
 
“Laboratories are commonly located in rural residences, farms and forest land to avoid 
detection by law enforcement,” Tice said.  “Due to the likelihood of explosions, invisible 
poisonous gases and other dangers, wildland firefighters must be especially cautious in 
areas where there could potentially be a meth lab.” 
 
Methamphetamines typically include ingredients such as iodine, isopropyl alcohol, Red 
Devil Lye, salt, drain cleaner and lithium battery ribbons.  But other ingredients used in 
making meth are the ones of particular interest to MFC crews. 
 



Hydriotic acid can dissolve flesh in seconds.  Small amounts of fumes from hydriotic 
acid can cause one’s lungs to collapse.  Phosphene gas fumes can kill with just one sniff. 
If mishandled, red phosphorous converts to yellow phosphorous that can ignite 
spontaneously.  Various solvents such as chloroform, ether and freon, also frequently 
used in cooking meth, are highly flammable. 
 
One of the more common ingredients in meth is anhydrous ammonia.  It is a common 
agricultural fertilizer, but exposure to this chemical can cause serious injury or death. 
 
In the case of the Jackson County meth lab, laboratory operators or “cooks” stored 
anhydrous ammonia in propane and acetylene tanks.  This type of storage causes the 
valves to discolor to a bluish tint and is often a good indicator that meth production is 
taking place. 
 
“Anhydrous ammonia is very unstable, and if its temperature is not properly controlled it 
will explode or form a deadly gas,” Tice said.  “One good thing about ammonia is that its 
sharp, irritating order is an excellent warning.” 
 
Anhydrous ammonia is a strong alkali that can cause painful burns.  It can burn by 
freezing as well as by caustic action.  Even mild exposure can cause irritation to the eyes, 
nose and lungs.  Prolonged breathing can cause suffocation.  The water-absorbing nature 
of ammonia causes the greatest injury, especially to the eyes.  Permanent damage can 
result. 
 
In case of accidental exposure, water is the most important element in first aid.  Eye 
treatment must not be delayed.  Carry a plastic bottle of fresh water in your pocket for 
instant flushing of your eyes until you can get to a larger supply of water such as a 5-
gallon container mounted on your vehicle. 
 
Wear rubber gloves and chemical splash goggles.  Goggles for use with grinders and 
other tools are not sufficient because the air vents will allow ammonia to get behind the 
goggles.  Be sure your clothing protects your entire body.  For instance, don’t wear an 
open shirt. 
 
MFC crews that feel they may be in a potentially dangerous situation involving a meth 
lab should immediately pull back to a safe distance and notify the proper authorities and 
central dispatch. 
 
Other Telltale Signs of Meth Labs:  
 
Unusual strong odors similar to cat urine of fingernail polish remover are present. 
 
Residence windows are blacked out. 
 
Excessive trash, especially antifreeze containers, lantern fuel cans, batteries, duct tape, 
drain cleaner, etc. 



 
An abundance of fans, heaters, plastic tubing and pressurized containers are present. 
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